
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Killian served as the tenth President of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
between 1949 and 1959. Under his presidency, the School of Humanities and Social 
Studies, the Sloan School of Management, the Lincoln Laboratory and the Center for 
International Studies were added to MIT. President Killian encouraged MIT's movement 
into the field of digital computers and information-processing, and was widely known for 
his strong defense of academic freedom. Dr. Killian also served as the first presidential 
science advisor, during a leave from MIT between November 1957 and July 1959. The 
photo above shows Dr. Killian being sworn in as presidential science advisor in 1957. 
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